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St Peter s Church 
Belsize Square 

London NW3 4HJ 
http://www.spbp.org.uk 

info@spbp.org.uk 
 

Priest-in-charge: Revd Paul Nicholson 
Tel: 020 7586 6522 / Mobile: 07971 223764 
Email: paul.nicholson@london.anglican.org 

 
Churchwarden: Ken Robbie 

 
Music Director: Hannah Gill 

 
Pastoral Network Officer: Alfonso Vonscheidt  

stpetersbp@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Children s Minister: Romeo dela Cruz (07563 154739) 
 

************ 
 

Sunday Services:   11.15am Parish Eucharist and Sunday School 
[Children start in church, returning at Communion 
to receive a blessing] 
6 - 7pm PrayerSpace 

Weekday Services:   
Thursday:  10.30am Holy Communion 
Evening Prayer:  check times on weekly pewsheets 
 
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals by arrangement with Father Paul. 
 
  
 
Magazine material to be sent to  judy.east@blueyonder.co.uk  or given to 
Father Paul, please 
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~ Blessed are those who can give without remembering and take without 
forgetting. 

~ The sole purpose of a child's middle name is so he can tell when he's real-
ly in trouble. 

~ Marriage is a very good way to promote civilisation - if you get a good 
partner you will be happy, if you get a bad one you will become a philoso-
pher. 

~ Middle age – when you begin to exchange your emotions for symptoms. 
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Archbishop backs IF Campaign to “end global hunger in our 
lifetimes” 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, has supported the recent 
launch of a campaign to encourage world leaders to tackle world hunger. 

The IF campaign is made up of more than 200 charities, faith groups and 
organisations. The campaign is urging G8 leaders to take big steps that will 
tackle the global injustice of hunger. Referring to “the opportunity we have 
to end hunger in our lifetimes”, the Archbishop said: “The only way that’s 
going to happen is by mass movements of people, like yourselves, getting 
together”. 

The Archbishop went on: “In many parts of the world, the churches are the 
most effective networks, through which generosity from other people can 
be used without actually displacing or diminishing the work of the people on 
the ground locally - local people developing their own countries.” 

In his message the Archbishop reflected on issues of aid, tax and transparen-
cy on the G8 agenda. His prayer would be for worldwide commitment “to 
enabling people to be self-sustaining, so that global hunger can be ended in 
our lifetimes.” At present, two million children around the world die each 
year from hunger, and one in eight people do not have enough to eat.  

More details from: www.enoughfoodif.org 

From Parish Pump 

 

~ All that glitters has a high refractive index. 

~ Always stay in with the outs. 

~ Before you criticise someone, make sure you've walked a mile in their 
shoes. That way, you're a mile away AND you have their shoes! 
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DIARY FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 
 

Thu 1st 10.30am  Holy Communion (in vestry) 
11.15am  Coffee and Croissants (in vestry) 

 
Sunday 4th Trinity 10 

11.15am Parish Eucharist Celebrant & Preacher –  
Fr. Mark Speeks 

6 – 7pm PrayerSpace 
 
Tue 6th The Transfiguration of our Lord 
 
Thu 8th 10.30am  Holy Communion (in vestry) 

11.15am  Coffee and Croissants (in vestry) 
 
Sunday 11th Trinity 11 

11.15am Parish Eucharist 
6 – 7pm PrayerSpace 

 
Thu 15th The Blessed Virgin Mary 

10.30am  Holy Communion (in vestry) 
11.15am  Coffee and Croissants (in vestry) 
 

Sunday 18th Trinity 12 
11.15am Parish Eucharist Celebrant & Preacher –  

Revd. Claire Wilson 
 

Thu 22nd NO HOLY COMMUNION OR OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 
Sat 24th Bartholomew the Apostle 
 
Sunday 25th Trinity 13  

11.15am Parish Eucharist Celebrant & Preacher –  
Revd. Harry Graham 

6 – 7pm PrayerSpace 
 

Thu 29th NO HOLY COMMUNION OR OTHER ACTIVITIES 
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Sat 31st  7.30pm  FREE CONCERT : Peter Limonov- piano,  
Renate Sokolovska – flute (Belsize Music Academy  
event) 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 
Sunday 1st Trinity 14 

11.15am Parish Eucharist 
6 – 7pm PrayerSpace 

 
Thu 5th  10.30am  Holy Communion (in chapel) 

11.15am  Coffee and Croissants 
3.30pm  Children’s Club 

 
Sunday 8th Trinity 15  

11.15am Parish Eucharist 
6 – 7pm PrayerSpace 
 

Tue 10th 8.00pm PCC Meeting (in studios) 
 
Thu 12th10.30am  Holy Communion 

11.15am  Coffee and Croissants 
3.30pm  Children’s Club 
6.45pm  Belsize Community Choir recommences 

 
Sat 14th Holy Cross Day 
 
Sunday 15th Trinity 16 

11.15am Parish Eucharist 
6 – 7pm PrayerSpace 

 
Thu 19th 10.30am  Holy Communion 

11.15am  Coffee and Croissants 
3.30pm  Children’s Club 
6.45pm  Belsize Community Choir 
 

Sat 21st Matthew the Apostle 
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Victims of human trafficking and vulnerable prisoners 
could be denied legal aid 

Victims of human trafficking and domestic abuse, asylum seekers and pris-
oners with learning difficulties or mental health issues could be denied legal 
aid provision under Government proposals, according to a recent submis-
sion from the Church of England to the Ministry of Justice consultation 
Transforming legal aid. 

“Our concern is that good legal advice and advocacy should be readily avail-
able to all who need it, especially those whose vulnerability places an obli-
gation on society to ensure that they are not defenceless against unjust 
treatment by any person, organisation or agent of government,” the sub-
mission says. 

The blanket 12-month residence test proposed in the consultation to limit 
access to legal aid would severely disadvantage victims of human trafficking 
in relation to compensation claims or immigration status and those who 
have come to this country with a partner but become victims of domestic 
violence, the submission explains. 

The Government has previously committed itself to giving victims of human 
trafficking access to free legal advice and representation when they cannot 
pay for it. The consultation, however, would delay access to legal aid until 
the claimant has been legally resident for 12 months, except where there is 
an exceptional case determination. The submission calls on the Government 
to maintain access to legal aid in all such cases. 

From Parish Pump 
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Please also come to the Donald Barnes Memorial Lecture on Wednesday 6 
November at 8pm at St Peter’s when the speaker will be Canon Lucy 
Winkett, Rector of St James Piccadilly.   The subject is to be confirmed.   En-
try £5 to include refreshments.   
 

Mary Shakeshaft 
 
 
 

Seen on a church door in West Oxford 
Free coffee and everlasting life........  

so there are some advantages to membership. 
 

 

Every Pilgrim’s Guide to England’s Holy Places 

By Michael Counsell and Jill Bentley, Canterbury Press, £12.99 

England's rich spiritual history is portrayed in this informative pocket travel 
companion, covering more than a thousand places that can be visited to-
day. Cathedrals and abbeys, simple chapels, martyrs' memorials, pilgrim 
shrines and famous resting places are all featured in this book which con-
nects us to our deepest spiritual roots, reveals the vast holy land lying be-
neath our feet and tells the stories of the men and women who shaped it. 

 

My soul 
Smoothed itself out – a long-cramped scroll 
Freshening and fluttering in the wind. 

By Robert Browning – from The Last Ride Together 1842 

 

To wish to pray is a prayer itself. Georges Bernanos (The Diary of a Country 
Priest)   
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Sunday 22nd Trinity 17 
11.15am Parish Eucharist 
6 – 7pm PrayerSpace 

 
Thu 26th 10.30am  Holy Communion 

11.15am  Coffee and Croissants 
3.30pm  Children’s Club 
6.45pm  Belsize Community Choir 
 

Sunday 29th St Michael and All Angels 
11.15am Parish Eucharist 
6 – 7pm PrayerSpace 
 
 

Creative Wizzkids are currently running a Holiday Club each morning in St 
Peter’s Church (the reason Thursday Communion is taking place in chapel). 
They will resume Wednesday mornings in September, as will Classical Babies’ 
Concerts (currently breaking for summer). 
 
 

Vicar’s letter August 2013 
 
This magazine contains two sermons delivered by guest preachers during 
our recent Arts Week at St Peter’s. We’re very grateful to Canon Vernon 
White - Canon Theologian at Westminster Abbey, and James Roose-Evans – 
Theatre Director and renowned Spiritual Writer, for allowing us to print 
their words for the benefit of this wider audience. 
 
Spiritual writing of another sort also comes with this issue. Tim Cleverdon’s 
report on his ‘Weather Pilgrimage’ thus far may leave you wanting to ask 
him more about the real objective of his project, may provoke you to strong 
disagreement with some of his views, or simply leave you scratching your 
head in bewilderment. But ultimately Tim’s piece poses basic questions 
about the nature and purpose of prayer. 
 
The Sunday before I sat to write this we heard, in church, Luke’s account of 
Jesus being asked by his disciples to ‘teach them to pray’ (Luke 11:1-13). In 
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this Gospel account, Jesus teaches them the opening sections of what we 
now know as ‘the Lord’s Prayer’ before telling them a parable to illustrate 
the need to be persistent in prayer. The Lord’s Prayer is a model for Chris-
tians of the attitude in which all prayer should be offered. This is how it ap-
pears in Luke: 
 
 Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come.  
 Give us each day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted 
to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial 

 
The priority here is given to honouring God and putting ourselves at the ser-
vice of his will (‘Your kingdom come’). Only after this do we ask for our 
needs day by day to be met (our ‘daily bread’). Interestingly, what sounds 
like a bargaining tone is struck when we ask forgiveness for our sins – ‘…for 
we ourselves forgive everyone..’. Actually, though, this sets the bar very 
high, and challenges us rather than God, for do we, actually, ‘forgive every-
one indebted to us’? It reminds us of the need for love and mutual for-
giveness in all communal living. ‘Do not bring us to the time of trial’ – the 
wording common to all the original versions of the prayer – has a much wid-
er possible meaning than ‘lead us not into temptation’, as the version we’ve 
inherited has it.  Jesus rounds off his teaching with another aspect of prayer 
I find very encouraging:  he says ‘If you…know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him?’  This, you’ll note, does not promise the results we 
might ‘like’. In my experience, Prayer is never a simple matter of pressing 
the right buttons to get what you ‘want’. Rather, what Jesus promises here 
is the means (if only we wish it) to a creative dialogue with God; that atti-
tude which is truly open and intent on searching for solutions and opening 
doors. It’s in this sense that he says to the disciples, ‘Ask, and it will be given 
to you, search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for 
you’. 
 
Maybe this gives some useful criteria for seeing what kind of place and pur-
pose prayer might take in our own lives, and for rejecting forms that are un-
helpful. 

Paul Nicholson 
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cover the basic costs. There I have a slightly different mission and different 
people that I hope to meet.  
 
So I hope this gives a good update for everyone who’s interested. If you’d 
like to know more about the project and contribute to the next stage of my 
pilgrimage please ask in Church and/or contact me on tclever-
don@compuserve.com 
 

Tim Cleverdon 
 
 
HAMPSTEAD CHRISTIAN STUDY CENTRE 
 
As I explained in the last Magazine, after almost 40 years the Hampstead 
Christian Study Centre is entering a new phase as a Reading Group.   We 
shall initially meet on alternate Wednesdays at 8 in the Crypt of St John-at-
Hampstead, the Allatson Room.  The dates of our meetings will be Septem-
ber 18, October 2, 16, 30 and November 13 and 27. 
 
Membership will be £10 a term. We will select theological books written 
recently and available in paperback at no more than £10 but it may be pos-
sible to get them more cheaply as a bulk buy. 
 
The committee has chosen Richard Holloway’s controversial autobiography, 
“Leaving Alexandria” as the first book for discussion.   Richard Holloway was 
formerly Bishop of Edinburgh.   His book which has the sub-title “A Memoir 
of Faith and Doubt” was described when it first came out as “deeply mov-
ing” and “one of the most remarkable memoirs of recent years”.                         
 
As preparation for Advent the last two sessions will examine Ben Quash’s 
book on spirituality, “Abiding”. Ben Quash is Professor of Christianity and 
the Arts at King’s College, London and “Abiding” was chosen by Rowan Wil-
liams as the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book for 2013 and heartily 
endorsed by his successor, Archbishop Justin Welby.  
 
Please come and join in the discussions. 
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had a lot of bread rolls. The vicar told me that very quickly people were 
stranded in the Car Park; so Church members used the rolls to make bacon 
sandwiches for those who couldn’t get away.  
 
Following the service I had a bit of time to spare; and I felt prompted to walk 
to the near countryside outside the town.  At one point I stopped and 
looked back at the town and had a unique view. At once I could see the 
town and the sky directly above it in clear perspective.  
 
It was as if I could see Tewkesbury from a heavenly point of view; and I 
could experience God’s delight at that wonderful Christian community es-
tablished mainly since the time of the floods; when it appeared to all intents 
and purposes that some parts of Tewkesbury could almost have been 
drowned by the floods.  It was like I could see a beacon of light going up and 
coming down from heaven with the praise and worship and blessings; while 
all the time experiencing the realities of day to day life in the 21st century. 
 
So what about the prayers that were said at the time and the significance of 
all this?  What about the floods that are still happening both in this country 
and abroad?  Even last year Tewkesbury was hit again; but not nearly as seri-
ously as in 2007. When I was raising funds for the Pilgrimage, one person 
said they thought God was too busy to deal with things like the weather; 
and really this had nothing to do with the Church. Others said that they reg-
ularly give thanks for the weather in their prayers. And others said that 
when things like Alpha start to be introduced you can witness all sorts of 
reactions in the heavenly / spiritual realm. I recently heard a story about a 
church that was putting on an outreach street party for the Queen’s Jubilee 
last year. And when they saw the weather forecast for the area was solid 
rain they started to pray earnestly for God to intervene. On the day, amaz-
ingly, those streets where the party happened did actually stay dry until the 
party was over; and the party was great; and they gave thanks in prayer 
afterwards. 
 
 I’m pleased to say that I started to explore some of these topics with the 
Vicar in Tewkesbury; and we’ve also now established a bit of contact by 
email. Hopefully we can continue this dialogue; and as you know; hopefully 
I’ll be able to visit Cockermouth this year; once I’ve raised another £40 to 
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Two sermons preached during St Peter’s Arts Week.   
The first on 23rd June….. 
 
 Readings: Galatians 3: 23-end; Luke 8:26-39 
 
There is such a thing as sheer fantasy, being so out of touch with the real 
world that it becomes madness, a sickness, like the madness of the demon-
possessed man we heard of in the Gospel. But there is also such a thing as 
imagination - inspired imagination.  This too takes us beyond ordinary reali-
ty, but it helps us see more truly beyond ordinary reality, not madly or mis-
takenly: it can even help us see God. lt was this inspired imagination which 
helped Paul see beyond the social prejudices of the time, to see that ‘neither 
male or female, slave or free, Jew or Gentile’, was superior (as most thought 
at that time) ‘but all are truly equal, one in Christ’.  So - imagination, the 
wellspring of all art, is quite different from fantasy: it is a wellspring of true 
religion and morality, as well as of art. And that’s why art and faith so often 
combine. Imagination binds them together. It is also why, at the beginning 
of this arts festival, I want to offer some thoughts about creative imagina-
tion.  Just what is it? 
 
One helpful exploration of imagination was by William James.  James, the 
brother of the novelist Henry James, was a late19th century psychologist and 
doctor. He also became a philosopher, and investigated mystical religious 
experience.  James was fascinated by what he called the ‘exuberant excess 
of our subjective propensities’; the ‘fantastic and superfluous’ number of 
desires, thoughts and feelings we experience.  He noted how powerful and 
important they are to us, even though they don’t all seem strictly necessary 
for ordinary life and survival.  I think we know what he means.  Consider 
some of your own deepest, most moving, most vivid, experiences  - in love 
or sadness, beauty or tragedy, your experience of music or birdsong, or art, 
of light on water, of a birth or death. Think of the sheer wonder and com-
plexity of these feelings - they may seem more than we need, they even 
sometimes seem to get in the way of getting on with life - yet there’s also 
something about them which makes us feel alive and alert in a unique way: 
in that sense they do seem vital to us, essential to who we are as humans. 
Imagination, I suggest, belongs here - it is part of this extraordinary excess of 
our experience, not strictly necessary, yet somehow still vital to being truly 
human…   
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But what does it actually do? Well - part of it is the capacity to form mental 
pictures about new possibilities: things which, in that sense, do not yet exist, 
or not as far as we know.  So - I can imagine a new life, a very different life, 
even life on another planet.  I can also imagine ‘what-ifs’ of life - what phi-
losophers call counter-factuals: what would have happened if I hadn’t met 
my wife or husband?  How would my life have run its course?  What would 
have happened if Hitler had succeeded?  How would history have run its 
course?  Medieval theologians thought God actually had this sort of imagi-
nation as sure knowledge, whereas we can only have it as a kind of guess.  
But - is it just a guess even when we imagine?  Not necessarily.  And this is 
another reason why it’s not just pure fantasy or invention.  Because when 
we imagine new possibilities, or what might have been, our imagination al-
most always uses at least elements of things that are real, things we do 
know, especially from our memory.  When we form ideas with our imagina-
tion we tend to draw in some way on things already stored in our existing or 
remembered experience.  A unicorn, a dragon, an elf, ghost stories, the sto-
ries of star wars, whatever, all use elements of things that are real and 
known. So when our imagination then reshapes and mixes these known ele-
ments in new ways, yes, we are going beyond ordinary reality, but it’s not 
just sheer invention: it’s more to do with a new combination of things.  
That’s why it can in fact sometimes help us see more, feel, or act, more tru-
ly: it can take us beneath the surface of things and see hidden possibilities in 
them and behind them.  Scientists, as well as artists, use imagination like 
this. Science uses elements of existing knowledge but then re-combines 
them in imaginative new ways to arrive at new truth.  It was imaginative 
leaps which have helped them posit invisible sub-atomic entities, and other 
hypotheses, which then actually turn out to be true. The Copernican revolu-
tion and quantum theory were not arrived at simply by reasoning on empiri-
cal observation of known evidence but also by these imaginative leaps. 
‘Knowledge is limited: imagination encircles the world’.  That was said by 
Einstein!   
 
Something else imagination does, to come down to earth more, is to help 
children develop so they can see and act more independently. Those imagi-
native dreams they construct under the bed covers, the adventures with 
toys - made up with elements of what they already know but going beyond 
them - are providing them with an inner world of their own which frees 
them from simply seeing things the way others tell them: it helps them have 
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When I arrived in Tewkesbury I checked out where the church was situated 
and then got a map of the town and the surrounding areas so I could see 
and understand the ‘geography’ of the floods.  
 
Perhaps a good way of thinking about it is to imagine that lower part of 
Hampstead Heath which has a few large ponds and backs on to Highgate 
and Parliament Hill. If you look at it after several days of heavy rain on the 
Heath you can see the ponds overflowing onto the pathways and all around; 
because water has come down from the high ground and everything is satu-
rated as it slowly seeps away. 
 
Tewkesbury is like this on a bigger scale; as it’s situated at the lower end of 
several hills and is a place where rivers converge. There is even a small man 
made canal that was built closer in to the town centre to service the mill 
that was established by monks.  
 
But what about the church, the spiritual aspects and their submission to the 
report?  For me I had to find out what had been happening at the time; and 
whether it was significant. I had no idea what to expect really.  A small quiet 
congregation or something different?  And who would I meet and what did 
God have planned? After all, the subject I wanted to explore can be quite 
sensitive and not something that everybody would naturally want to discuss. 
 
Thankfully things got off to a very good start as I was warmly welcomed as a 
visitor; and I found the church bright and lively; nearly full with people of all 
ages and backgrounds. What’s more it happened to be their harvest festival; 
and after a few of the more modern worship songs the vicar said ‘For those 
who like to hear the organ we’re going to sing ‘we plough the fields and 
scatter’.  You’ll probably remember that I’d referred to this hymn in the orig-
inal article I wrote about this subject; so this was quite a special moment as 
you can imagine.  
 
I enjoyed the service and afterwards they invited me into the hall for coffee; 
and I had the chance to speak with the vicar a couple of times.  It was fasci-
nating to discover that he was relatively new to the area when the floods 
had occurred; and they were embarking on the Alpha Course as part of their 
mission. In the worst week of the floods the church had been planning a 
barn dance so they  
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the committee who organised it wanted.   Perhaps it was a pity we didn’t 
receive much in the way of contributions but we were right to have so many 
free events which attracted different people every night.  I think we all felt 
the value of this outreach to people around us and they responded.   
 
We are very grateful to so many contributors who gave their skills freely, to 
so many local shops and businesses who sponsored us with generous contri-
butions of food and wine.   Above all we are grateful to Paul and to the calm 
and enthusiastic management of our churchwarden, Ken, and the apparent-
ly tireless energy of Romeo.   We are  already planning more events to keep 
up the surge of the Spirit in our midst.   Don’t miss these!   
 

Mary Shakeshaft  
 
   
Reporting back: My Pilgrimage to Tewkesbury: September 2012 
 
First of all I’d like to thank all those who contributed to my pilgrimage fund 
and to Father Paul and the PCC for including this project at St Peters. It’s 
fantastic that so many of you showed interest and supported me; and I’m 
delighted to report back on what was an important experience.  
 
Last year was quite busy with work, renovations to our home, and major 
developments both with choir and the cricket; but in amongst all of that, 
towards the end of summer; a weekend popped up that seemed to have 
‘pilgrimage’ written all over it.  
 
Amazingly, when I called the small Band at quite short notice they said that 
the room I wanted was free that weekend. And we also found that the 
cheapest train fare was less expensive than a coach, and didn’t need too 
much advance booking.  
 
Given how much prayer and reflection had gone into the project, I knew I 
had to leave a certain flexibility for what God wanted to make happen and 
what he wanted me to see; but there was one ‘solid object’ in the plan; 
which was to attend Sunday morning service at the Holy Trinity Church who 
had contributed to the government’s Pitt Review ‘Learning lessons from the 
2007 floods’. 
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confidence to explore reality themselves.  As adults they can then go on to 
act on this independence of mind, question the status quo, and change it.  
Exactly as St Paul did when he went beyond the social prejudices around 
him and saw a truer vision of real human equality.  Poets do the same.  The 
poet William Blake, for example.  His imaginative visions were sometimes 
thought of as just fantasy, even madness, but in fact they were dreams of a 
different world to help transform this world - which for him was the poverty 
and degradation of the 18th century London which he inhabited. The imagi-
native visions of Old Testament prophets and Jesus himself did the same. It 
was imagination which led prophets to hold out hope of a better place be-
yond the exile of Babylon, or Roman rule, which fired Jesus’ vision of the 
Kingdom of heaven on earth, and the vision of a heaven beyond earth.  In 
short: creative imagination, seeing things differently, not only fires art, it 
fires science, it helps children develop, and it fires social reform.  It also 
nourishes all good human relationships: it is imagination, after all, which can 
take us out of the prison of ourselves to see what it might be like to be 
someone else, and so help us enter another’s world sympathetically.  The 
power of imagination is a key to all real human sympathy, and real relation-
ship:  and so, most important of all, it must also be the key to seeing God, 
relating to God, Himself… 
 
Imagination - an extraordinary, unpredictable, energy.  Yes, we need to 
check it against the wisdom of the ages and hold it under the authority of 
the revelation of God in Christ to make sure it doesn’t become just fantasy. 
But do not repress it.  Nourish and cherish it, pray for God to use it.   Thank 
God for all the imagination you see in all the events of this art week. For, at 
best, it is a power and gift from God. It is not just to entertain.  It also helps 
us see life and God more truly…  
 

Canon Vernon White 
The second on 30th…… 
   
This week of celebrating the arts at St. Peter’s inevitably raises the question: 
What is art? 
 
There was a time when art was created not by gifted individuals but by 
whole communities. Today, however, we tend to think of art as belonging 
solely to the world of the professional, the more so when increasingly art is 
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regarded as product,  as something to be sold for the highest sum, to catch 
the headlines and turn the artist into a celebrity. Indeed today some people 
are prepared to pay exorbitant prices for a work that has often not been 
created by the artist but simply bears the artist’s name like a brand, rather 
in the same way that for just under £2000 you can buy a pair of Damien 
Hirst jeans! 
 
Collecting has become all about money, which turns collecting into an in-
vestment and art into merchandise. But all true art has a different value sys-
tem. All  true art is a gift. The artist does not own it. The American poet Gary 
Snyder observed, ‘You get a good poem and you don’t know where it came 
from. And so all you feel is humility and gratitude, and you’d feel a little un-
comfortable, I think, if you were to capitalise too much on that without ad-
mitting at some point that you got it from the Muse or whoever. Every poem 
I’ve written has been like a surprise.’ 
 
Art is a way of relating the world = as Shakespeare expresses it, its purpose 
is ‘to hold, as ‘t’were, the mirror up to nature’, but from the 1890s onwards 
artists became concerned to build a bridge between the known and the un-
known. In Virginia Woolf’s novel Between the Acts, she has a character ask a 
writer what kind of books he wants to write and he replies, ‘Books about 
silence, about the things people do not say.’ 
 
And so throughout the first half of the 20th century artists, especially paint-
ers, but also modern dancers, sought, in the words of Franz Marc, ‘to break 
the mirror of life so that we may look being in the face.’ Marc, like Chagall, 
like Kandinsky, like Paul Klee sought to give expression to that which lies 
deep within each of us. As the manager of the Magic Theatre, in Herman 
Hesse’s novel Steppenwolf says to the hero, ‘It is the world of your own soul 
that you seek. Only within yourself exists that other reality for which you 
long. I can give you nothing that has not already its being within yourself.’ 
 
But somewhere along the way, in the past century, art took a wrong turning, 
as that great and visionary Russian film-maker, Tarkovsky, observed. ‘What 
purports to be art,’ he observed, ‘ begins to look like an eccentric occupation 
for those who maintain that any personalised action is of intrinsic value 
simply as a display of self-will. But in true artistic creation the personality 
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does not assert itself but serves another higher and communal idea. The 
artist is always a servant.’ 
 
For Tarkovsky art in the 20th century, and especially visual art, began ‘to lose 
its way when it lost touch with the spiritual. Of course it can be argued that 
much modern art simply reflects the de-spiritualised and fragmented state 
of the world in which we live and, to that extent therefore, we can see how 
Tracy Emin’s unmade bed can be seen as a metaphor for so many unmade 
lives today. But, I would argue, as does Tarkovsky, that ‘ all true art should 
nourish the soul, the inner being of each one of us.’ 
 

Revd James Roose-Evans 
 
And a review of the week…..  
 
So, which was your favourite bit of our splendid Arts Week?    Perhaps it was 
Paul conducting the Belsize Baroque Ensemble from the harpsichord or the 
brilliant feat of memory of the actor David Benson reciting Dr Johnson’s po-
em about the different desires that drive people?    Perhaps it was all those 
young musicians singing, playing piano, viola or late night jazz with such en-
thusiasm?   Perhaps it was Victoria Coren and David Mitchell giving a large 
audience an insight into their domestic life?   Perhaps it was Bob’s excellent 
play and the discovery of such acting talent among the congregation or the 
Central School’s contribution of extracts from a Greek play?   Perhaps it was 
our own Ruth playing the flute or the elegantly-suited Alan Brownjohn read-
ing his poems or James Roose-Evans reading his favourite pieces, accompa-
nied by a harpist who convinced me at least that angels do play the harp?   
Or perhaps you preferred the workshops, being assured you could draw, 
dance, sing, model clay or knit?   I am sure I have missed a reference to 
some other events – or perhaps you just enjoyed the parties afterwards in 
the gazebo in the garden where the wine flowed till late?  
 
We entitled the Arts Week, “Opening” and the design of a fern frond uncurl-
ing gave an emphasis to the idea.   We opened ourselves to the community 
of Belsize and we opened ourselves to new experiences so the Spirit could 
work through our imagination and all the arts as our preachers emphasised.   
People came into St Peter’s who had never been in before, perhaps never 
been into a church before, and the joyous spirit at all the events was what 


